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Stoddard, Jamey

From: Heather Kendall-Miller <kendall@narf.org>
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:03 PM
To: Stoddard, Jamey
Subject: FW: Call with Stacey Newman very informative

Jamie, here is some intel that Rob got from Stacey.  Could you review the info below and let us know your thoughts?  I 
am not familiar with the overlap of SMACRA process but from the below it appears that much of it will be conducted by 
the State with little input from the other agencies.  Do you know what factors into a decision by the COE to “deny 
without prejudice” after a SMACRA permit has been approved?  Thanks 
 
From: Rob Rosenfeld [mailto:robrosey@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 2:19 PM 
To: Heather Kendall-Miller 
Subject: Call with Stacey Newman very informative 
 
Hi Heather: 
 
Stacey Newman (907) 753-5556 just called and we spoke for 20 mins. 
 
She explained a great deal.  
 
Notes follow: 
 

 Stacey thanked me for calling Chip about the request for the draft TCL document. Chip called her and 
explained that is only in draft form. She was apologetic. 

 Stacey explained the sequence of upcoming events.   After she went through a number of items, I 
suggested that perhaps a meeting between you and her would make sense as the processes are very 
complicated. She said she will cover most items at the next Cooperating Agency meeting but is open to 
a meeting with you 

 She was thankful for the document you sent regarding ANCSA and will hope to have the opportunity to 
sit down with you and ask questions after she has read the document. 

 Stacey spoke about a meeting with Herbert Hunt and that he is very frustrated and he said he has been 
trying to develop the mine since 1968.  She told him he should "fire everyone, if they couldn't get a mine 
approved in that time period." 

 Regarding the transition:  Stacey will remain the Project Manager until she is certain that the 
"Coordinated Application Process" is moving forward 

 Stacey criticized the state for not knowing what they are doing when permitting a coal mine and that 
they are doing things out of sequence 

 I learned that things will likely go slower then assumed when the SMACRA permit is submitted in 
January.  DNR will have 60 days to complete an "Administrative Completeness Review" after the 
submission. They may or may not take the full 60 days.  Then DNR will do the actual technical 
review.  It is unclear how long the technical review will take and if the public comment period begins 
after or before the technical review. After the DNR technical review the documents will be stored in a 
public place, which leads me to the believe that the public comment period would begin at that point. 

 Regarding the Coordinated Application Process:  Stacey indicated that, it will be essential that the 
jurisdictional waters decision and boundaries are fully integrated. 
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 Stacey mentioned that after the SMACRA permit is approved, the COE is in a position to "Deny without 
prejudice".  I am unclear in what context this term was really being used by Stacey. 

 Before DNR issues a SMACRA permit it will be necessary for Pac Rim to complete a Cumulative 
Hydrological Impact Analysis and they will have to complete a Stream Buffer Zone Variance and apply 
for Stream Buffer Zone Variance Waiver . 

 It is possible for mining to begin immediately after the SMACRA permit is given in the uplands areas or 
in areas that will not impact the waters of the U.S. 

 Stacey did indicate that a 404 permit is certainly still required for Pac Rim to move forward with there 
entire plan and she assured that the Draft SEIS will need to be completed in order for COE to make the 
decision to permit or not permit (Action or No Action) 

 She also brought up the issue of correspondence and indicated that they are discussing internally if all 
communication needs to be submitted on NVT letterhead or not? This will  likely be a topic at the next 
Government to Government meeting. 

 Stacey is very willing to work on a government to government meeting. She has encouraged that the 
meeting request be put in writing for a meeting to happen within a 2-3 week window in order to give the 
Colonel the chance to select the best dates. She encouraged that the letter go to the Colonel and ccd to 
Amanda and to Stacey. She thought a January meeting could work out well. 

 She is on holiday next week. 

Overall she was very friendly, helpful and willing to offer information.   She did seem to express a little doubt 
about Pac Rims ability to successfully jump through all the hoops that are ahead. 
 
 
--  
Rosenfeld Consultant Services 
P.O. Box 13 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907)388-2683 cell 
(907)235-7528 office 


